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Barriers have existed to deny people the chance to compete athletically based on their race, ethnic

background, or sex. Some athletes, through their courage and class, have broken down the barriers

that have afflicted our society, and sometimes affected greater social change. Billie Jean King

changed attitudes toward women and sports with one gigantic victory, fought for equal tournament

purses for female tennis players, and started a foundation that promoted athletic opportunities for

women.
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